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DIALOGUE 


A Member of Parliament, a Divine, a Laws 
yer, a Frecholder, a Shopkeeper, and a 
Country. Farmer, &. 


* 
Freebolder. Our Worſhip is wellcome into the Coun- 
try, you have been kind to us this time, and 
made more haft down then we expected, we 
never wanted theGentlemea to live amongſt us more than now, 
for all our Gomodities lie upon our hands, we can vent no- 
thing, we mult be forc'd to Eat what God hath ſent us, 
in our own Families, if we can ſell as much as will pay Taxes, 
It is all we can expect or kope for, God help the poer 
Farmers. : 
Farmer. God help us poor Farmers indeed, I am glad to 
ſee your. Worfhip well, I muft depend on your Forbearance 
this year, or elſe my poor Family muſt be ruined, I thank 


God I can pay you in ſtock, if you'll take Cattle and Sheep, 


but I can get no Money for them, unleſs I will. ſell to 
great Lois, 
Member. How do you good Neighbors, I am” glad to fee 
you both well, how does your good Families, I thank you 
for your kindueſs in coming to ſee me, and bidding me ſo 
heartily wellcome into the Country, but I am ſorry to hear 
ſuch diſmal Complaints of the Market, how ſhall the Land- 
lord live at this rate, if he can have no Rents ? eſpecially 


we that ſpend ſo much Money in London, in theService of | 


our Country, . 
A 2 | Lawyer 
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Lawyer. If Money be ſo ſcarce in the Country, I doubt 
we ſhall. have but a bad Harveſt next Term in Veſt min- 
fter-Hall. | | 

Divine. Come Gentelmen take Courage, providence" ts 
ſufficient for all, God ſend us good Succeſs in Germany, Flan- 
ders, and Italy, and we ſhall recover from theſe misfortunes 
again , we are happy that we can enjoy that little we have 
in, Peace and. Quiztneſs. It is a great Bleifing to us, that 
Enpland is not made the Seat of War, that we have not a 
ſtanding Army inthe Nation, and the Souldiers quartered 
in our houſes, and that we can preſerve our goods from 
Plunder, and our Wifes and Daughters from Rape and 
Violence. 

Free. In troth Sir, you ſay right, for I ſhall never forget 
the late troubleſome times, when we could call nothing 
our own, and could neither keep our Wifes, our Daughters, 
our- Money, or our goods to onr ſelves : God be praiſed 
that little we have at preſent, we quietly enjoy ; but pray 
Maſter how long ſhall we do ſo? What is the meaning of 
theſe diſputes between the L— ds and C—ns, we begin 
to think our ſelves fine Folks in the Country, when thoſe 
that ſhould Govern begin to appeal to us; but for our parts 
you might as well have kept your Proceedings and Reſo- 
lutions to your ſelves, as ſent them down te us, for we 
learn nothing by them, but that our Neighbours are going 
together by the Ears * 

Mem. How ſo, I am ſorry for that, Neighbor, they were 
ſent down with another intent, that you might be Judges of 
the reaſonablenefs of our Proceedings. 

Free, That's well contriv'd indeed, we ſend yon up to 
Judge for us, becauſe it is impoſſible for us all to meet and 
Judge for our ſelves, and you ſend your I'roceedings down 
to us, that we may Judge of eur Judges, we appeal to you 
as the wile Men of our Nation, and you appeal to us, as 
if you had no Wiſdom at all; pray Waſter pardon me, if T 
am too bold, but if this be the way of it, we had as good 
Judge tor our. ſelves at firſt, and never give you the trou- 
ble to go to London. 

Mem. I ani fo far from being offended with you for this 
Freedom that I am well enough pleaſed with it, for T afſurs you 
I am"one that was always againſt perplexing the People's 
heads with, Politicks and News, or Printing ſo much 
as the Votes of the Houſe. 

Free. 1 wiſh all the Parliament Men were of your mind, for I 


can hardly get a Labourer or Plowman but they will be Run- 
ning 
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'TF) 
ning to the 'next, Town to hear the news, and then they come 
home with ſome diſmall Story or other, which puts them ſo 
out of humour, that they cannot ſpeak nor whiftle to the 
Oxen for two or three days, and perhaps a month after they 
begin to underſtand the meaning of the news better, and 
what they at firſt apprehended to aur prejudice, appears to be 
for the publick advantage : So we are like to be rich, whilſt 


you are Laying heavy Taxes on us above, and at the. ſame | 


time ſending down printed papers to confound the brains of 
our workmen, and draw them away from helping us to get 
money to pay them; | 

Shopkeeper. Really Sir, this honeſt Freeholder Speaks a 
great deal of truth, for I am ſure I have loft more in my 
way of Trading by my Prentices running to the Coffee- 
houſes to read the News, than by all the Taxes of the Late 
Reign, and yet there was no reaſon to Complain of the ſmall- 
neſs of them neither; | F 

Farmer. No, in my Conſcience 3 but Sir, theſe printed 
papers have made us all mad, I can never goto the Market, 
but T:meet with ſumeRaſcallions or other,that aſſaults me with 
hard words about my Landlord; Your mafter is a brave 
man ( ſay they) to take bribes from France, and to ſacrifice 
his Country to Popery and Slavery; and when I ask them 
what they mean; who puts thoſe ftrange Notions into their 
heads? They preſently pull out a paper and ſhew me your 
name in Print, and a great many more, who they ſay have 
coaſpir'd together to Ruin their Country; and if I happen 
to ſpeak one word in your defence, if I tell them you have 
always been a Patriot of your Country, and all your Ance- 
ttors before you, If I tell them you have a great Eftate, a 
fine Lady, many hopeful Children and the like, and can any 
Man think that you can be Brihed to ſell them all to Popery, 
andFrench Dragoons ? they will not hearken at all, but are rea- 
dy to knock out my Brains, and Swear that I am one of 
your lifted Troopers, to ſerve againſt your Country, and ſo 
bring in the pretended Prince of Wales, and ſometimes I 
am forc'd to leave my Goods unſold, for fear of them; Tam 
{ure J ſhall never be able to pay my Rent at this rate. 

Liw. The Liberty of the Preſs will be the ruin of the Na- 
tion, and I muft Confeſs any thing that doth but Look 
like an appeal to the Collective Body of the People, is of 
very dangerous conſequence to the Conſtitution, you had 
better a great deal to keep your diſputes to your ſelves, 
than Communicate them to the Publick, for if vou cannot 
<&ree together, who are the great Council of the Nation, 

A 3 | h 


— — '' ̃ꝗ AX — — — — 


— ' ̃ 


— — - 
— OO OIL —˙—ͤ—ͤ— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— —— 


06) „ 
who come from all Corners of the Kingdom, who are well 
inſtructed and able to Debate and Reaſon the Caſe with 
one «another, how can you imagine that the People will 
ever agree, who can nevef meet together to argue the 
Point? You have really the beſt Conſtitution of Govern- 
ment in the World, and at this rate you'll make it the 
Worſt. | | 
Di. You ſay very well Sir, for as a late Author hath 
obſerved, The appealing from the Parliament to the People is 
to make uſe of the Peoples ſtrength to deſtroy themſelves, it is 
to appeal from order 814 method, to nonſenſe and confuſion, to 
appeal from the People in that Capacity, wherein alobe they 
are capable to Act with prudence and ſafety (and that is by their 
Reprelentatives ) to the People in another Capacity wherein they 
ars never able to meet but in Parties and Factions, nor able to brin 
any diſpute to a Determination without Clubs and Staves, or worſe 
Weapons. x 
' Mem. It is very true, and the Laſt Seſſi6ns we got the Houſe 
of C ns to be made Senſible of it, for it 'plainly appearing 
at the free conferrence with the L—ds, that the miſunderftan- 
ding about the proceedings relating to the A—r of the 
R pt of the Exchequer were chictly owing to the printing 
of our Votes, wherein they ſay a Member of their Houſe, was 
publickly Cenſured in pr int, in the Sight of the whole Nation; 
before he was convicted ona Tryal at Law; tho' the Commons 
did hardly think that to be a Suthcient reaſon for their Pro. 
ceeding. Yet to avoid giving any handle for ſuch another di- 
{pute, the Houle came to a Reſolution not to print their Votes 
any more; ſo very deſireous were the C ns to preſerve 
a right underſtanding with the L——ds for the Common 
good of this Nation. 
Free, Why then did they print their proceedings concern- 
ing the Bill tor preventing Occaſional Confirmity ? | 
Mem. Becauſe they underſtood that the L—ds made an or- 
der tor printing their Arguments upon it, and therefore they 
thought it requiſite to print theirs too; or elſe J hope you'll 
not be much Troubled with printing from our Houſe any 
more; | | | 
Law. But what is the meaning of it, that the L-ds proceeding3 
upon the ſaid Bill are not only printed at Large as they uſed 
to bo, but they are reprinted in a leſs Character, and many Thou- 
ſands of them printed by Subſcription of private Perſons, in- 
auſtriouſiy diſperſed all over the Kingdom, and fold at a Low 
rate under the uſual price. 5 
Mem, Theſe 
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Mem. Theſe are very extraordinary proceedings indeed, 
and I cannot imagine what the meaning can be, unleſs they 
are alſo making Subſcriptions for a Diſſolution of the Parlia- 
ment; but that will never do with the Miniſters in this Reign, 
they have not ſuch Tools to work upon as they had formerly, 


Skep. T hope not, or elſe we ſhould be in a miſerable condi- 


tion; but J have taken notice that there is a Gentleman in our 
Country, who imploys ſo many Mercury's to diſperſe thoſe ba · 
ers with Comments upon them; that there is never a Meſſen- 
ger to be had for Money in all our Neighbourhood. 
Free. We have a great many buſy People in this Nation: 
But why did you cenſure the A—r of theR—pt in Print ? - 
Mem.” Becauſe we thought he had highly neglected his duty, 


and that it was time (when theNation was engag'd in a War, and 


Twenty Millions in Debt) to Proſecute ſome,in order to deterr 
others; for we can never hold out long at this rate; we have 
Mortgag'd all the other Funds, and there is nothing elſe left, 
but the Land muſt now bear the burthen. 

Free, No doubt of it, God help us poor Freeholders, it is 
time to puniſh Offenders indeed, it is plain her Majefty was of 
that Opinion, when ſhe was pleas'd to uſe theſe very words in 
her Speech to the Parliament; And that my Subjects may the more 
Chearfully bear the neceſſary Taxes, I deſire you to inſpect the accounts 
ef all the Publick Receipts and Payments, and if there have been 4- 
ny Abuſes or Miſmanagements, I hope you will detect them, that the 
Offenders may be Puniſh'd, and others be deterr'd by ſuch examples 
from the like practices. This was encouragement enough, but 
why did not you Proſecute him firft, and Cenſure him after- 
wards ? 

Mem. The Commons have but two ways of Proſecuting great 
Men for any Offence, and that it is either by Impeachment, or 
by Addreſſing the Queen to order her Attorney-General to 
Proſecute at Law, and which way ſoever they take, their Reſo- 
lutions will be Printed if they Print their Votes; and they muſt 
firſt come to a Reſolntion that a great Man is Guilty, before 
they can either Impeach, or deſire the Queen to Proſecute him, 
for the Commons are in the nature of the grand Inqueſt of the 


Nation, and muſt firſt find Billa Vera, hefore they can regularly 


proceed any farther. 

Law. It is plain, if you publiſh your Votes, your private 
Cenſures and Reſolutiaas will be publiſh'd too, not only to the 
P-ople of England, but to ali the World, and therefore I have 
often wondred that the great Council of the Nation ſhould 
take {o much pains to expoſe their proceedings to theirEnemies 
Forced, as well as at home, v hea certainly it is for the intereſt 
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#8) 
of any Kingdom that they ſhould keep their Proceedings ; 
private as they can; The States of other Wiſe Nations 
think it ſo; for tho? they do indeed publiſh on a particular oc- 
caſion, what they think convenient for the Information and 
ſervice of the Nation, yet all other matters are kept as pri- 
vate as may be. | 
" Mem. If all Lawyers had been as Honeſt, and as little Av. 
ricious as you, Printing of Votes had never been brought in 
faſhion, for if Tam not miſtaken, it was a Gentleman of your 
Profeſſion that firſt brought in that practice for his own Advan- 
tage, when he was Speaker of the Houle of Commons, 
Free. I remember that Gentleman very well, he was one 
that low'd Money as well as another, and had more of mine 
than I deſir'd, or he deſerv d: But pray what was it worth to a 
1 Speaker ? 8 | 

Mem. Tt was formerly worth no more than Five Pounds 2 
Day, but now they ſay it is worth Ten, becaule they Pay doy- 
ble Price for the Votes. | | 

Free. Ten Pounds a Day, that is Sixty Pound a Week, a ve- 
ry pritty buſineſs; then I] warrant you, the preſent Speaker 
has too much Wit to part with ſucha Perquiſite in his Office; 
he might be contented to looſe the Benefit of it for two Days 
the laſt Seſſions, but hell make Friends enough to renew the 
Order for Printing the Votes next Seſſions. 

Mem. That is your miftake, our preſent Speaker is a Man 
of Honour, and ſcorns to Sacrifice the Intereſt of his Country 
for any private Advantage; he was always againſt Printing the 
Votes, and ever will be. 1 

Free, That will be very henourable in him indeed; but if 

. this practice was ſo lately introduc'd, and by no better a Man 
1 than the perſon you mean, Iam contented it ſhould be let 2. 
lone for the future. The Repreſentatives of every County and 

Burrough, will (T preſume) take care to give notice of every 

thing that relates to them in particular, and the whole Houſe 
will publiſh as much as is requiſite to be known in general, 
and for the reſt you may keep it among your ſelves. 

4 Shep. This method of proceeding will make us more careful 

what Members we Chuſe for our Bourroughs; for as long 
tne Votes were Printed, we knew what they were a doing in 

ö Parliament, as well as our Membets, and therefore it was no 

1 : great matter who were our Repreſentatives, whether they | 

liv'd in London, or in the Country, nor whether they attended 

the publick Buſineſs or not; but now on my word, we muſt 

. take care to Chuſe ſuch as live amongſt us, are concern'd for 

IM me true Intereſt of our Burrough, and will be ſure to atend 
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the publick ſervice, or elſe we may ſuffer in our Priviledges, 
or our, Trade, before we are aware of it. OE 

Mem. That is an advantage to the Publick, that I did not 
think of, and for ought I know, may be one good way to pre- 
vent the Electors from taking Bribes in Elections, I am 
ſure the more you conſider of Printing the Votes, the bet- 
ter you will be pleaſed that we ſhall keep to. the Ancient 
Conſtitution of the Government, which never allowed of this 
practice, but pray what did you mean by ſaying that you 
learn nothing by publiſhing our Proceedings, but that your 
Neighbours were going together by the Ears. 

Free. Mean Sir, I mean to 'tel] you the truth, that the 
people begin already to take ſides, ſome are for one, and 
ſums for the other, and they are ready to Quarrel at every 
meeting, which of them have the beſt of the Argument. 

Mem. That is very fine indeed, I was afraid of ſuch Evil 
conſequences, and what do they generally ſay? on whick fide 
are the Majority in your Neighborhood ? 6x 

Free. Nay I muſt confeſs we have not many, that appear 
againſt the C ns, for we naturally incline to favour our 
own Repreſentatives, but the Diſſenters (who are but few 
amongſt us ) do generally incline to the other fide. 

M-m. That muſt be expected, tho* if the Diffenters had 
heard all the Debates in our Houſe, they would be better 
Satisfied with this Bill of Occaſional Conformity then they are, 
for if I can underſtand the matter, all the heneft Diſſenters 
will have an advantage by it. 

Shop. 1 wiſh they may, and that ſome worthy Member of 
your Houſe would ftate the matter a little more at large 
tous, for tho' the Arguments of the C-—ns are very 
ſtrong, yet they are very ſhort, and ordinary People do not 
immediatly comprehend the Force of an Argument in ſo few 
words; beſides the Arguments on the other fide are more 
Copious, which makes them more eaſily apprehended by 
vulgar Capacities. WT: op 

Mem. The C—ns may be eaſily out done in matters of 
this Nature, for they are a great body, full of bufineſs and 
perpetually in a hurry, and others are more at leaſure, and 
rake more pains in drawing up their proceedings; but I 
think the Arguments on the other fide are not rightly 
grounded in this Caſe, tho* it muſt be confeſſed there is as 
moch ſaid on that fide as the nature of the Caſe would ad- 
mit, but they do not confine their Arguments to the Sub- 


Fa matter of the Bill, which only relates to publick Of. 


ficers, and not to private Diſſenters, which is indeed a plain 
__ | and 
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(10) 
and ſhort anſwer to all the Objections made againſt it, but 
what do the People ſay to the other Proceedings concern 
ing the publick accounts? | 

Shop. Nay, there you have the advantage very clearly on 
your tide, for tho ſome Perſons ſeem to aim at a diſcovery 
of miſtakes by the Commiſſioners of accounts, of which 1 
am informed ſome are only Errots of the Clerk, and are 
redified in the other Papers given in before, yet they con- 
feſs the ſubſtance with you, and prove more plainly then 
you did; Ther al the publick Accounts are far bebind, and that 
there bas been great Miſmanagements by the publick Officers, and 
tho there may have been ſeveral Deficiencies in the Funds, 
yet it does not follow, but that with good management, the 
many Millions given by the Commons would have anſwer'd 
all the the Publick occaiions. 

Free, I don't like the way of Arguing ſo much in favour 
of offenders, which looks to me as it the firft draft had been 
made; by ſome ef the Parties concerned; and I obſerve that 
they compute the deficiencies from the Eftimates given it, 
but perhaps the Eftimates were as unreaſonable as the ma- 

ement, for both were under the care of the ſame Per- 
ſons; but ſuppoſe there have been ſome Deficiencies in the 
fupplics or in the produce of the Funds, does it therefore 
follow that there hath been no Miſmanagement ? methinks 
they Labour a little too much, to excuſe the Parties Accuſed 
by the C ns. | 

Shop. And a little too ſoon in my opinion, for if they are 
Innocent it will appear on a fair Tryal, without any previ- 
ous Arguments in their favour; but I muſt confeſs, I think 
there- are ſome things mentioned in the C—ns Addreſs to 
the Queen, upon the obſervations and Repreſentations of 
the Commiſſioners of Accounts, which prove themſelves, and 
( amongft the reſt ) the Receivers and other publick Officers, 
getting great Eſtates, at the Expence of the Publick, for by 
what other means could they get them? a great many of 
them to my knowledge, had no other way to get a Penny, 
and ſome that were hardly able to ſhew their heads, have 
now got great Eſtares, and have no more Wit then to keep their 
Coaches, that the world may know it. 

_ Mem. There was a very good method formerly preſcrib- 
ed in this Caſe, if it had been put in practice, and that was 
To cenfider the value of their Eſtates when they were firſt 
Employ d by the Government, wit it is now, and what they could © 
Honeſtly get by their ice and Employments, and to reſume ibe 
overplus for the eaſe of People. 


Law. That 
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Lew. That would for ever prevent any publick Frauds, 
but J am ſure. there is one thing mentioned in the C-—-ns 
Addreſs, that we Conveyancers were very ſenſible of, and 
that was the 1 Trade between the Exchange, | 
and the Exchequer, for the Money'd men got ſo much that "8 
way, that my poor Clyents could not borrow a penny of Mo- | 
n-y tho" they were willing to give Procuration, Continua- _ 
tion, Cc. Beſides the Lau ful Intereſt of Six per Cent. | | 

Mm. That was not only an inconvenience to private per- | 
ſons, but to the whole Kingdom, for there was ſo much Mo- | 
n-y miſemployed that way, that it Leſſened the true Tra- * = 
ding Stock of the Nation, and thereby hindred the exportati- 


— N 
1. v5 our Woollen- Manufacture, Ce. and the importation of || 
ether Comodities to be Manufactured in England, andyet we are [| 
tu; on the otherhde, that there were no 1 allies with intereft 1 
Strack unneceſſarily, all was well manag'd, and noBody in fault. | 


ret. J am ſure there was ſomething or other done un- i 
n-ccHarily, for they got ſo much in this Excbequer Trade, that 
Land was become a meer Drug; we could neither Sell nor | | 
Mortgage. | 

Law, You were not like to do either, when the greateſt F 
Monev'd men in the Kingdom ſold their Eftates in order to 1 
lend the Money into the Exchequer, and what did they lend [| 
it for? only out of their great zeal for the publick Ser- 
rice? nodondt of it, they had no unneceſſary Intereſt nor large 
Premiums : Fie, fie, this daubing work will neyer do the 
buineſs of the Nation. 

Free. It is no wonder ſuch men were willing to grant 
heavy Taxes on the People, for they not only got by it, in 
the Exchequer, where they doubled their Eſtates in a few 
years, but flipt their Necks out of the Collar in the Coun- 
try, and avoided the Taxes, by ſelling their Eftates to ſo 
great an Advantage; hut as to the publick Accounts and 
Friking of Tallies, let the Commiſſioners of Accounts an- 
ſxer for themſelves next Seffions : pray Sir, don't you plead 
their Cauſe without a Fee; for my part I think they need 
no Council, they have done very well, and are able to Pe- 
tend themſelves, and if it had not been for them, we ſhould 
have had no accountat all. 

Lam. That is certain, but I don't ſpeak now as a Council, 
when J am retained for my Client, I muſt make the bett 
Of his Cauſe, but now I may ſpeak freely and impartial! 
without favouring either fide, and J mutt confeſs I think 
the Commiſſioners of Accounts deſerve the thanks of the 
Nation, they have ated like men of Honour, Quality and 

In- 


OY 
3 
» * . 
. 
* 
\ 
— 
0 
* 
50 
5 
1 
4 
* 
U 


. LY 
Integrity, and have demonſtrated the ſame, to the whole 
Nation; what can they get by Quarelling with great Men? 
if they conſulted their own private Intereft, and not the 
good of their Country, they would accept the Complements, 
the Careſſes, and the Bribes that are uſually offered on ſuch 
occaſions 3 but it is plain they have ſtood Buff again aj 
Temptations, and been faithful to the true Intereſt of their 
Queen and Country.“ 


"Shop. It is very true, but what thanks have they had for 
their Pains? here is a Hue and Cry, after their miſtakes 
but not one word in their Commendation z Ts this the Way 
to Encourage honeſty and Fidelity in publick Officers? 

Free. We will not be put out of conceit with them, for 
all that, if theſe Obſervations had been printed betore the 
Parliament was Prorogued, we ſhould have had an Anſwer, 
Il'e warrant you. 5 

Law. No doubt of it, but what do you ſay to the good 
management in the laſt Reign, when the late Minitters 
prevailed on the King to give near three Millions out of 
his own Revenue for the Service of the Nation? What dp 
you ſay to that? 

Mem. Say to it, I am aſhamed to hear it mentioned, what 
fad Shifts are we forced to make, to ſave one another; the 
Revenue of the Crown, is a publick Revenue; Three or 
four hundred thouſand pounds a year did formerly maintain the 
CivilLift,or expence of the KingsHouſehold,and the reſiduenas 
to be employed in keeping the Fleet in good order, and in 
other publick uſes, and it has been formerly ſufficient to 
maintain a ftanding Army, hut the Late King of Glorious 
Memory, being at more expences in travelling abroad, and 
treating the Foreign Miniſters and Generalls for the good 
of England; The Eſtimates given in to the Parliament by 
the Minifters for the Civil Liſt, was generally five or fix, 
and for ſome years Seaven hundred thouſand pound a year, 
and the over plus above that was employed for the publick Ser- 
vice, and carrying on the War againſt France as it ought to 
be, and as tbe good Kinp defigned it, and thus you have this 
great management ot thoſe Miniſters explained to you; 

Law. Is this all? does nut the Queen now do the very ſam? 
thing? She pays to the publick a rent Charge out of the 
Revenne of the Crown, of three thouſand ſeaven hundred 


pounds a week, which is near Two Hundred Thouſand 


pounds a year, and in fourteen or fifteen years 
Reign will amount to three Millions or thereabouts, and yer 
the Cuſtoms and Exciſe do now yeild a far Leſs Revenpę 
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then formerly. Is this then the mighty Service done by the 
Late Miniſtry for the Publick ? if they had ſaved for the Na- 


tion one hundred thouſand pounds out of the allowance for 


the 72 Lift, as the Queen hath done, they might have boaſt - 
ed of it; | | 

Mem. They were ſo far from ſaving any thing, that what- 
ever was allowed for the Expences of the Kings Houſehold, 
they generally expended a great deal more : Nay when. Sea- 
ven hundred thouſand pounds was allowed for the Civil Lift, 
they had ſome times Eight, and ſometimes Nine hundred 
thouſand pounds for thoſe uſes, beſides all the other miſap- 
plications mentioned by the Commons; 

Free. Now I underftand their Frugality and good Manage 
ment very well, the publick Aids and the ftanding Revenue 
ofthe Crown, were it ſeems by the Kings directions and conſent 
to be applyed promiſcuouſly for the Service of the publick, 
but Liberal eftimates being made by the Minifters for the 
Occations of the- Civil Lift, and agreed to in Parliament they 
ſil] took more than was allowed; And the oyerplus that was 
not miſapplyed, muſt now be attributed to the good Ma- 
nagement of the ſaid Miniſters; f 

Shop. Is this the way of it? hold, let me ſee, I have the 
Addreſs of the C-—ns in my pocket give me leave to read 
one Paragraph; And we bumbly crave leave farther to repreſents 
to your Majeſty, That tho" your Commons ( who were always 
(ready to ſupport the Dignity of the Crown ) had amply provided 
* allthoſe Sums ( which according to the Largeſt Eſtimates laid be- 
fore them) were thought neceſſary for the occaſions of the Civil 
Liſt, yet over and above the ſaid ſums and out of the Aides given 
Parliament, which by the Lawof England are appropriated, 
and eught to havebeen employed to ite Common profit of the whole 
© Realm ) many Large ſums of Meny during the time of ſuch 
feat Taxes upen the people lave been diverted under the head 
E Fecret Service, aud for Salaries, Bounties, and Penſions, to pri- 
vate Perſons, which (if proper to te paid at all) cught to have 
een Supplied ous of the Civil Liſt ; Nan to ſo great a degree 
did this profuſeneſs extend, that ſeveral thouſand pounds were 
aid cut of the publick Aids, to purchaſe great places for the Late 
Feri of Sunderland, and ihe preſent Earl of Albermarle, ſo 
* little could your Commens depend upn ihe integrity of ite publick 
cer sn ſo little regard was had ty them to 1heſe keavy Taxes 
1e pecple Lay under. That naking lefs could ſecure the publick 
en from miſapplicaticns then an expreſs clauſe of appropriation z 
enlich tho not at ali neceſſary fer the Secrrity of the publick 
Mm in gene ral, but only 10 direct ile application of it in ſeme 2 
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* ticular caſes, yet whenever your Commons made no ſuch particyly 
* appropriation, they ſeldom failed to miſapply the publick" Map; 
* which has been another great Cauſe of the heavy debt that Ii 
© upon the Nation; This it ſeems, is the Clauſe that is now to 
© be evaded by a Calculation how mucl: Iſſu'd out of the Er. 
' © riſe, Cuſtom, and other Branches of the Civil Lift, tothe uſ> 
of the War during the Late Reign. E | 
Free. That's fine indeed, what matter which way it if. 
ſued, ſince it was agreed that the late King ſhould have 3 
rent Charge out of the whole for his own occations ? and 
that the overpluſs ſhould go to the Service of the War? 
Law. None at all, for when the Money for the Civil Lift 
was firſt paid and ſatisfied, the Publick muſt take the over. 
pluſs fer the Service of the War, where they could get it, 
is this then any anſwer to the Repreſentation of the 
Commons? a 

Mem, No ſurely, but you may gueſs by theſe ſort of 
Anſwers, who takes moſt care to make right Repreſentati- 
ons to the People, but do you obſerve what frequent occa- 
fions are taken to applaud the Actions of the A r of 
the R pt? ; 
Free. Yes, Yes, it is plain enough, we poor Freedolders are 
not ſo filly as the great Men think us, we can ſee thorough 
theſe Cobweb Politicks well enough. 

Mem. Nay but pray Neighbour do him Juſtice, he has 
done more then any of his Predeceilors, ever did before 
him, he takes care of the Caſh every day and Locks it up 
in a Cheſt with three Locks and Keys (which was never 
done before.) | 

Free. I wiſh he has not lock'd it up ſo faſt, that it will never 
come all out again. 8 

Law. Pray obſerve the true ſtate of this Caſe. He ſolicited 
a Bill when he ſat in the Houſe of Commons, to regulate o- 
thers, and boafted then of his great ſervice therein, and now 
ne wont be regulated by it himſelf, but if he performs any one 
direction of that Act, and breaks all the reſt, he draws an In- 
comium of himſelf beyond all compariſon; this Act was made 

for the better obſervation of the Couiſe Anciently uſed in ibe 
Exchequer. The King, Lords, and Commons take upon 
them to ſay what was the Ancient Courſe, and this Noble 
I. d was the promoter of that Interpretation; and amongſt 
other things this Act directs, tbat all the Money in the ſaid Reciet 
fhall be kept in Cheſts under three differont Locks, and three Keys» 
the Teller to have one, the Clerk of the Pells one, and the Eldeſt Ve- 
buty Chamberlain the Third; and it farther directs that 1 

\ a 


by the A 


(cd. 


. of 1he Receipt ſball Tranſmit the Impreſt Rolls balf Yearly io 


the Queens remembrancer, in order to the charging or proſecuting of 
Accountants, and ſhall balf Tearly tranſmit to the Treaſury rhe Be- 
claration of the Receipts iſſues and remains at the Exchequer, and 
examine the Tellars Vouchers every three Months ; theſe are the 
Dire&ions of the Statute, and the ſaid Officer has Lock'd up 
the Caſh, but has done nothing elſe as the Act directs. 


Free, This is very fine indeed, the A x has done his Duty 


in one point, therefore he has done it in all the reſt, is this the 
Logick uſed amonſt all the publick Officers? | 

Shoop. Nay but obſerve how this is expreſſed by ſome per - 
ſons ; the A——r bas been more then ordinary carefull, &C. and 
thinking this to be too great 4 Sum to be entruſted with the Tellars, 
has made à new Regulation in this particular. 

Free. That is remarkable indeed; as if it was not the Law 
but the A——r had made this new Regulation; O rare avis. 

Shop. It was not convenient to give too much credit to that 
Statute, for except this Clauſe about the Money, it is aver'd 
that the reſt of the Act is miſtaken. 

Law. Ay, that's fine indeed, to aver againſt a Record, 
againſt an Act of Parliament, againſt King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, and tell them they are all miſtaken ;z the Act declares 
what is the duty of the Ar, ard alſo the Clerk of the 
Pells, and in ſetting forth the ſame, affirms that the A—r 
ſhall tranſmit the ImpreſtjRolls to the Remembrancer, and 
not one word of any ſuch thing to be done by the Clerk of the 


Pells, and yet others ſay, that the AQ is miſtaken; the Clerk 


of the Pells muſt do it, and not the Aa r. 

Free, The Act is miſtaken, that's a jeſt, then there is an end 
of all Laws at once; that's an Anſwer will ſerve to cover all 
evil actions whatſoever, 

Mem. Why may not the ſame perſons that Stock-Job the 
Publick Money into their own Pockets, expound away the 
Statutes into waſt Paper. | 

ko. Of what uſe then are theſe general words in the Act, 
All which ſball be done according the Ancient Courſe of tbe Exche- 
quer. | 

Law. The meaning of theſe words were to keep up the 
Courſe of the Exchequer 1n all other matters, notEnumerated in 
the Act, as that the Impreſt Rolls ſhall be Sign'd and Indorſed 
r as uſual, that the Clerk of the Pells ſhall have 
th2 uſual time of 3o days to examine the ſame, and that he 
thall allo Sign and Endorſe the ſame, c. according to the An- 
cient courſe of the Exchequer z but theſe general words were 


not to contradict the Special words before; tor that is contrary 
to 
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the proceſſes againſt accountants, its ſaid, that it would be 


theſe matters, if the party is innocent, Let it appear on 


breach of the Law, inftead of Arraigning the Offender, he 
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to expreſs Maxims in the oy for the Interpretation ofM 
Statutes whatſoever that where there is a General and Special 
Clauſe in one AR, the Spicial Clauſe ſhall Govern the Gene- 
ral one; but the contrary would be a contradiction, and deftroy 
the Act, & maledicta eſt expoſitio quæ corrumpit textum. . 0 
Men. But you are told it is not practacible to account by 
theſe Rolls. 6a 2 + 7,» + 
Law. The act ſays otherwiſe, but if the Rolls are not made 
up as they ought, whoſe fault is that, ſhall we be allowed to 
excuſe one faulr by another ? ny '» "17 SOTO 

- Mem. Thats too Common a thing in this Age; but as to 


— 


Vexatious to iſſue them out in Courſe; . | 
Law. Proceſs ought to iſſue of Courſe, and on an applica! 
tion, the Treaſury may reſpite the ſame and give a reaſona- 
ble time, and ſuch proceedings would make Officers follow 
their accounts and get them paſſed, for want whereof, the 
accounts are ſo very far behind; >. _ 
Free. There is a World of Excuſes made beforehand , but 


what are they to the purpoſe ? - Let the Law judge of 


his Tryal, and that is the beft way to clear his reputati- 
on, and not to banter the Nation at this rate; | 
Mem. But as to the examining the Tellars Vouchers, they 


ſay the Act was miſtaken again, for who can tell whether a 


Voucher be Legal or not; and to what purpoſe then is that 


Law made? 


Law. To what purpoſe indeed? For tho* no man can be 


certain whether a voucher be forged or not, yet he may guels 


even at that, and he can tell when he ſees an acquittance Sign- 
ed with the name of the proper Party who was to receive 
the Money, and Witneſſed by an Officer, which would be 
very much for the Publick Safety ; for what Officer would ven- 
ture to be guilty of Forgery and forfeit his Office? And 1 
am ſure for want of chis examination a great Sum of Money 
has been loſt in the Zxchequer. 

Free. Is this the way of it, When a man has made 2 


Arraigns. the Law. | 8 | | 
Shop. Nay, and Arra igns a Law obtained by his own Solicita- 
tion, but thus it is, the Law and the Commiſſioners uf 
bear all the blame, for the A r is above all La# 

and Com — ns whatſoever, 14 | 
Free. And above Parliament too, for the poor Commons 
ſhall neither have Remedy in Parliameat nor out 0 
Parliament; 
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r Mtn Een let them take all at 
this rate; | . | IR | 

Law. The only way to preſerve any. Government, ef 
ally in time of War and publick dangers, is a ftrickt obſer- 
vation of Rewards and Puniſoments, but if honeft men muſt 
ſuffer and there be nv way to puniſh great Off-nders, then 
farewell all indeed; "Y 

Skop. But of all the contrivances to run the Nation in debt, 
there was none like the project of Exchequer hills; which(as 
I am Credibly informed) ſerved a great many evil purpoles 
at one and the ſame time, tor they had thereby an opportu- 
nity of obliging ſeveral Members of Parliament with good 


— 


offices, by evading the Law, which aid ibat no Members of 


Parliament ſhould be concerned in the management of any Aid to 
be granted by Parliament, leaft they ſhoald grant more then was 
neceſſary, in order to have a ſhare for themſelves; Then they had 
an opportunity. to oblige their triends by letting them have a 
conſiderable intereſt for ſubſcribing to the Circulation of them, 
without paying in all their principal Money, and they had an 
opportunity to gain greatSums for intereſt Mony to themſelves 
(tho ſubſcribed in other Perſons names) without paying in 
any principal at all; and after all this they le: the ſaid Bills 
run at a great diſcount of 15, 20, 25, and 301. per Cent loſs to 
the publick, that they might buy them up at a low rate, and 
pay their Debts with them at parr to the Crown; and thug 
the Nation has been uſed, and the publick Money Stock- jobd 
away into private mens Pockets; 

Mem. We were a long time before we could find out the 


myſtery of this project. But I hope that Debt will be diſ- + 


charg'd next Seſſions, for it is a great Clog upon all the pub- 
lick Revenue. | 


Law. It is ſo, and you would do well to make a more effec- 


tual Law next Seſſions, for the better regulating the method 
of paſſing the publick Accounts of the Navy, Army, &c. and 
tor compelling the Accountants to proſecute and pals their 
Accounts, for we ſhall never get out of Debt whilft the pub- 
lick accounts are ſo far behind and unpaſs'd. | 


Mem. 1 ſee but little hopes of having many good 


Laus, till there is a better underſtanding between the two 
Houſes. ä 

Di. Pray Sir, how did thoſe miſunderftandings firſt 
begin, who made the firſt falſe Rep, the L—ds or 


C--ns2? 


3 | Mem. 


Government can give one other inſtance of ſuch a proceed- 


che publick good; 


: (1383 
«Mem; Thoſe uthappy miſunderftan firſt began pon 
thedmpeachments of the L—ds ; but w made the "firft falle 
Step 1 will not determine: I preitathe” you have rcad the 
Vindicatioa of the Commons. I think that worthy Authör 
hath writ very plainly and very honeftly upan that Subjekt, 
and I do not remember that I have met with any book that 
has fairly anſwered him; SY "LJ 
Di. I agree with that worthy Member, in moſt things, but 
not in all, however I wiſh he would apply his thoughts hoh 
to reconcile theſe Differences; That would be a noble un- 
dertaking, and becoming his Charatter, for it is much eafier 
to find out a fault, then to find out a remedy for it, and we 
are not now ſo much concerned to know who was in fault, as how 
both Houſes may be reconciled for the publick good, 
Law. Youſay well Sir, That is the main concern, what is 
27k cannot be helped, we muſt not now look backwards, but 
rwards, I believe the L—ds themſelves do think they were 
a little too haſty in that matter to go to Trial and Juds- 
ment of acquittal in ſo many Impeachments, the very ſame 
Seſſions, without the petition or aſſent of the C—ns, and to 
let men fit as Judges for one another in their own Caſes; 
No Hiftory, no Record from the foundation of the Engliſh 


= 


ing; but we muft remember that the Commons have been 
as faulty formerly in another particular, when they Voted 
the Lords uſeleſs ; and thereforeT think it will do well if they 
{et one failing againft the other, and ſo ſhake hands again for 


Shop. When the Divines and the Lawyers agree together 
in the ſame opinion, we may have ſome hopes; but the mat- 
ter of the impeachments is paſt, and in a manner forgot, 
therefore there muſt be ſomething elſe that occaſions theſe 
miſunderſtandings at this time a day 5 

Mem. The matter of the impeachments will never be for 

ger whilſt England remains, but there is ſome thing elſe in- 
eed that caules freſh miſunderſtandings, for it is eafie to ſtart 
ew points, however I beleive an Act of Indemnity would fe- 
oncile us all; , 2 

Law. An Act of Indemnity ! I do not know what you mean, 

J cannot underſtand how that would tend to a reconciliation. 

Mem. A Gailty Conſcience is always full of Fears and 
Jealouſies, and ſome men will never think themſelves fe, 
unleſs they are ſhelt ed by an Act of Oblivion, or by keeping 
up a miſunderhanding between the two Houſes; 


Memes 


tall 

the 
thor 
ject, 
that 


Law. Now 1 underſtand you, truly I am afraid 
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d you, truly I am afrald ou have 

hit upon the true Cauſe of all dur differences. _ 
Di. But how is it poſſible that two or three perſons%ean 
be able to influence a Majority of ſo greata body of men of 
Honor and Principles, and who can have no other thing fo 
much at their heart, as the Common good of their Natiye 

Country ; | „„ 
Mem. The L—ds are naturally Jealous of their Rights and 
Priviledges, as well as the C ns, and any Members that will 
ſtand up as Champions for the Rights and Prerogatives (as 
ſome now call them) of that Noble Houſe, will be ſure to 
get into eſteem amongſt them: and if they be men of parts 
and ſpeaking Members, they become at laſt, to be great 
Men in the Houſe, and to gain the Aſcendant; and ſuch men 
will never want Numbers to ſupport them; it is the Com- 
mon failing of both Houſes, to be a little too much Influ- 
enced by particular Perſons, who are therefore commonly 
known by the name of Leading · men, becauſe by their Oratory, 
by their plauſible Arguments, and by their Eftabliſhed influ- 
ence, they Lead, and ſome times Miſtæad, very Honorable 
Members into their Opinion. | 4 
Tree. I hope Mafter you are none of thoſe Leading or miſ- 


| lead Members, that are for Setting up Prerogatives in either 


Houſe : 1know of no Prerogatives but what are in the Crown, 
and if you can both keep the Priviledges that belong to you, 
it is well enough; I had rather be Governed by one Tyrant 
if J were to chuſe, then by a Multitude of them; but God 
be praiſed, we have now as good-a Government, as our 
hearts. can wiſh, and I hope you'll neither Lead, nor be Miſ- 
lead to change it for any other, for in Troth, if I thought 
you would, you muſt excuſe me as poor as I am, i'll never 
Complement away my Free-hold to a Leading- Member. 
Mem. Thou art an honeſt Fellow; and a true Enpliſh-man, 
no honeſt Fack, I am entirely of thy opinion, for preſerving 
the Eſt abliſht Government, and the Eſtabliſhed odceffn, in the 
Proteſtans Line, and JI am one of thoſe in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, they call the Flying Camp, (ſometimes on this ſide, 
ſometimes on the other, as the Juſtice of the Cauſe leads me. 
Fre, Then I'll Fly to your Election as long as 1 Live; I 
am but a poor man andof a mean Capacity, and therefore 
Ill be glad to be adviſed, and to hear every mans opinion, 
but I am reſolved to follow my own poor Judgment at laft, and 


not to be led by the Noſe blindfold. 
B 2 * Law, 
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1 Law. Thou art an Honeſt heart I'll warranty be who doth «ny 
| . thing without bearing both Parties, or withour Acting according w 
Z bis own Fudgment, tho the thing be ever ſo juſt, yet be cannot be 
! Aid 10 be 4 juſt man, 1 with all our Senators of both Houſes were 
of thy mind; but what will you ſay, it men reſolve to ftand 
_by ane another. right or wrong, and in a manner Subſcribe 
their names to it? 4 | | 
Free. I think they that do ſo; ought to have but one Vote 
amongſt them all, for if Twenty Souls be as it were glew'd 
together by Combination, they are in effect but one Soul, and 
therefore ought to have but one Vote in Parliament. 
Law. Theu haft certainly paſs'd a very good Sentence, 
were poſſible to be put in Execution. 3 
Free. But pray Sir, what is it that can poſſibly give any men 
an opportunity at this time to create any differences amongſt 
us, we have certainly the beſt Queen in the World, ſhe is a right 
Engliſb- Moman, and loves her People with all ber Heart. 
© Mem, She does ſo, and if you did but kiow what pains ſhe 
takes in Council every day, you would wonder; ſhe ſpends all 
her time in taking care of her People, ſhe is always conſulting 
how to preſerve them, or praying for a bleſſing upon her 
Endeavours for their good; ſhe Scarce affords her ſelf time 
for neceſſary Refreſhment. | bp 
Free. The Nation is hapþy, I warrant, there are few Ladies 
2 her, would take ſo much pains to be Queen in her 
Place. 
Law. I have ftood amaz'd to ſee with what Patience ſhe 
attends in Council to hear Cauſes and Complaints, to redrels 
Greivances and Conſult with them for the Common Safety. 
Di. She is an excellent Prince indeed, and has not only 
care of the outward happineſs of her People, but like a true 
Parent of her Country, ſhe thinks her ſelf concerned alſo 
to take care of their Souls; Witneſs her ſeveral Proclama- 
tions for Encouragement of Piety aud Vertue, and for the 
Diſcouragement of Vice. | - 
Shop. We had abundance of ſuch Proclamations in former 
Reigns, but it was then a general obſervation, that about the 
lame time, ſome very Lew'd and Debauch'd men were 
preferr' d, and advanced at Court, that mad all the reft look 
a little like a Banter; pray Sir, can you tell me any No? 
bleman that hath been Advanced or taken Notice of on 
account of his Vircue, for that once known would be the 
deft Proclamation to promote Piety and Virtne. 
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Di. Thave no very great acquaintance amongſt the Nobi- ' 
lity, I believe there are many, but 1 know one Noble Lord 


lately Advanced, that is a man of Pisty and Virtue, and I 


doubt not, will always maintain thag Character. 

Shop. I with I could hear his Natfe, for F would Endeavor 
to ger his Cuſtom, Prompt payment is a brave thing amongſt 
us Tradeſmen, * "0 TR 
Di. J am Sorry I cannot oblige you with his name, with- 


out asking him leave, J am afraid he meets with many 


diſcouragements already, but if he were named, he wou'd® 
be the ſtanding mark for all the Debauchees in the Town 
to let fly their Randome Shot at; truly I believe there 
are many Virtuous and Religious Noblemen who conteal 
themſelves in this Wicked Age for that very reaſon; 

Shop. Well, if you know one Good man, I can tell you ten 
bad, that have got into places, notwithſtanding theſe Procla- 
matious; | 

Di. Why, do you think that the Queen can know mens 
hearts, do you think that ſhe is perſonally acquainted with 
her Officers; all Kings and Queens are forced to hear with 
other perſons Ears, and ſee with other perſons Eyes, and ſo 
are their Miniſters too, therefore we muſt not wonder, that 
in all Reigns, more bad then good men are preferred; 

Law, The reaſon of that is plain, for they get the places 
that Sulicite and make the moſt Friends; but good men are 
Modeſt and never ſeek for them. | 

Mem.1 hope you will not looſe a good Place for the fake of your 
Modefty,or for want of aſking; but we that have no other Aim 
but the good of our ( ountry,do not complain of any preferments 
whatſoever, it is indifferent to us who have the places, fo they 
are well managed for the Service of the Queen and Country 
if they are good men ſo much the better; if they are bad, 
perhaps the Example of ſuch a Queen may reform them, if 
they do well, we are contented, if they do ill they muſt be con - 
tented to hear of it from us. | 

Law. But it vexes me to ſee men of no merit, men that have 
formerly railed at this Court, men that are Enemies to the 
Eſtabliſhed Government, both in Church and State, intrufted 
with the Adminiftration of Publick Affairs in this happy Reign. 

Mem. You muſt be content to let ſome weeds grow up toge- 


ther with the Corn, neither the Queen, nor her Miniſters, have 


had much time yet to look about them; they are Buiſy on the 
Grand Affairs of Europe, how to preſerve our Religion, our I. i- 
derties, and our Properties, from a Foreign Enemy; but they'tt 
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* find you out at lat, and then we ſhall hear no more com 
1 I thank you Sir, for your Reprimand: I confeſs it do's 
ot became a Man of my profeſſion to be'ſpeaking of theſe 
nattets, for it naturallyFaiſes a Jealouſy; and J am afraid 
there are too many that hunt after faults and Male-Admini- 
ſtration, and make great complaints of this nature, when they 
really are angry at nothing, but that they are not preferr'd 
themſelves. + | | | 
Mem. Truly Sir, Tam always Jealous of any man that is ve. 
ry violent in theſe matters; let us have a little patience, and 
1 doubt not as faſt as ill men are found out, good men will come 
into their places. | a | 
Free, This Bill of Conformity will help the Queen, and her 
Miniſters to know men; but pray Sir, who are our great Of. 
ficers in all the high ftations ?. \ 
Mem. Thou haſt a mind to be a States-man, I am afraid you 
will be as great a Politician as your Ploughman. We 
Free. In troth Maſter, ſince Iam got into ſo good Company, 
I would willingly learn as much as I can, that I may baffle my 
Ploughman,and keep him cloſe to hisWork, and if I could learn 
ſo much as to free my Neighbours from fears and jealouſies, 
and ſettle their heads to their Husbandry; I believe you'd 
have your Rents better paid. | | 
Far. Indeed you wou'd Maſter ; pray give him a little la- 
ſtructions, for he is a leading Member in our Pariſh, I aſſure 
you, and makes a great Figure at a Quarter-Seſſions, 
he is generally Foreman of the Grand- Jury, and will bafflea 
- * Whigg ſuſtice very handſomely. * 4 
Mem. Prithee leave of thy Old diſtinctions of Whigg and 
Tory, I know no diſtinction but one, and that is between an 
Honeſt Man and a Knave, between thoſe who love their Queen 
and their Countrey, and thoſe who do net, between thoſe who 
are for the Eftabliſhed Governmeat in Church and State, 
and thoſe who are againſt it. | | 
Far. Right Maſter, I know no other neither, but when I dare 
not venture to call a man K7ave, lcait he ſhuuld break my 
head, yet I can ſay he is a Vbigg without danger, and that is 
the ſame thing in my underftanding; but I confeſs we often 
miſtake, and call an Honeſt Man a Knave, and a Knave an 
Honeſt Man, and ſo I doubt we do not always apply the Name 
of Whigg and Tory as it ought to be; but pray excuſe my rude- 
neſs, and do not deny my good Friend a little Informati- 
Cl, 1 
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Mem, I do not need much entreaty in this matte, for I 
would have all the Freeholders of England know what great 


care is taken for their common ſafety and wellfare in this parti- 


cular, and firſt you have bis Royal Higneſs the Prince ofDgnemark : 
r 


High- Admiral of England, and Generaliſſimo of all zjefty s 
Forces by Sea and Land, a Prince whoſe Character can never be 12 
ciently extolled for Sincerity to the true Intereſt of England, fo 
fteddineſs in bis Councils, for his care of our, Trade and Navigation, 
for his eaſineſs of Acceſs, and readineſs to hear all Parties. 

Di. He is a Prince of an extraordinary diſpoſition indeed, 
but among all his other good Characters, pray don't forget his 
ready, ſubmiſſion tothe will of his late Sovereign, his conſtant, 
and I may now ſay dutiful affection to the Queen, his former 
tenderneſs of his Children, and great condeſcention and kind- 
neſs to all his Servants. . | 

Mem. This is a certain ſign of good Principles, as well as of a 
gꝛod Diſpolition, but ſince you are for recoliecting my memory, 
give me leave to recollect yours too, and to entreat you not to 
forget his Conformity with the Eftabliſh'd Government, both 
jnChurch andState,for tho' as a Foreign Frince, he was bred up 
in a National Church abroad, that differs in Ceremonies from 
ours; yet he has order'd the Lyturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land to be Tranſlated into the Daniſh, or High Dutch Language 
which he beſt underftands, and ſo by uſing the ſame, hath gi- 
ven a noble andPrincely example of aChriſtian andDutiful ſub- 
miſhon to the Eftabliſh'd Government, in order to comply with 
the Laws of the Land, and preſerve the Unity of the Church. 

Di, This was a noble Compliance indeed, and I pray God 
his Princely example may have the good effect, that may rea- 
ſonably be expected from it, we ſhould then be a happy Na- 
tion, and entirely United among our ſelves. 

Shop. Pray Sir, how comes it to paſs that ſome Men do com- 
plain of this Prince's Bill; certainly the Husband of a Queen 
ought to have a great deal more than the Wife of a King, be- 
des the poſſibility of ſurviving was very remote, and the Ad- 
vantage of obliging him was very great. | 

Mem. One reaſon is, becauſe he is good; for you never knew 
Wicked Men love a good Man in your life; and ſome perſons 
are pleas'd to fancy what I believe they'll find themſelves very 
much miſtaken in; that by ſuch proceedings they make Court 
to the Succeffor, but that wiſe Princeſs well knows, that they 
ho are ready to ſupport one Prince will be ready to ſupport 
another; and what the People give out of the 7 they 
can eaſily ſupply to the Crown another way, if e er there be 
zn occaſion for it; which there is great odds there never will; 
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. and ſh alf knows that ſuch ſorts of Complements are more 
tot hopes of 3 to themſelves, than any real kindnely 

to the Suèceſſor. . Ws St 2 

Fre, No Queſtion of it, but Tam very well contented to 
beat my. ſhare of the Prince's Bill, if it ever takes effect; 1 
don't doubt but he will deſerve a great dgal more from the 
Nation; but I perceive he is ſo good a man at Home, the Qr 
cannot ſpare him abroad. Pray what kind ot man have 7000p 
be Admiral at Sea? * | | 
Mem, We have Sir G. R. a man of undoubted Courage and 
Condutt, Loyal to his Queen, Zealous for the Intereſt of his 
Country, a true Loyer of the Seamen, and heartily beloy'd 
by them, and all that know him. ; pau. 
| Shop. But I have ſeen ſome ſcurvey papers againſt him; 
"8 25 if be had taken French Money; 

Mem. Ha, Ha, he has taken ſome, that is certain, and has 
endeayoured to take a great deal more, if he could have got 
at it, but the Bird was tlown; | 7 
Stop. O, you mean at Vigo, that was a lucky bit for him, 
for his friends the Whiggs had a rod in pickle for him, if that 
Job hadnot prevented ; | 

Law. Nay, that Job did not ſave him neither, for he was 
- under as ſtrict an examination as he could have been, if that 

had never happened; but ſuch was his Integrity and Conduct, 

that even the . ds beſtowed a Vote of Commendation upon 
him; 1 - 

Mem. Tam ſure the C ns nnanimouſly Voted the thanks 
of their Houſe to him, for his great and ſignal Servics tg 
the Nation, which he received with the preſence of an Ad. 
miral, and returned with the Language of an Orator ; 

Free. What an Admiral, and an Orator, a man of Courage 
and of Conduct too, Loyal to his Queen, true to his Coun- 
try? Nay then, ſo far we are Safe, now for our Armies 
abroad, who is General there this Summer? 0 

Mem. You know well enough, the ſame as the laſt, only 

bis Loyalty to the Queen, and great Services to his Country 
have” been the meanes to advance him from Earl, to a high- 
er Title of Duke of M. | | 

Shop. J like that way of Rewarding great men very well, 
for it pleaſes them, and Coſts us nothing. | 

Free. J am for rewarding publick Services every way, I 
know by my little Affairs in the Country, that Frugality in 
tuch calegQis no better than Folly. | | | 
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Shop. Then you wou'd have Voted for the Five Thouſand 
a Year, if you had been in the Houſe, to him and the Heirs 
Male of his Body. BED Wo ESR 

Fre. Th2 greatneſs of the thing ſnould Rot have bin 
me, for he that has it in his power by his Conduct and Cou- 
rage to make a more ſpeedy end of the War, and conſequent- 
ly to have ſav'd the Nation, and us poor Freeholders a great 
many Millions of Money, ſhould never have been Bauk d by 
me for the value of the Sum. % | | 

Skop. Thou do'ft not know how much Money that Annuity 
was worth; what a Rent Charge of Inheritance after the 
Queen's Life: Why it was worth Ten Years Purchaſe, Man; 
Do'ft thou know how much that is? = 

Fre, Well, how much is that ? 

Shop, It is go, 0001. thou never ſaw'ft ſuch a Sum in thy 
life, nor all thy Generation. | 

Fre, Hey day, What then; T know as much of it as you do; 
I can tell what it is in Figures, and that is the height of thy 
perfections; but I believe thou know'ſt leſs of Land, or of a 
Rent Charge out of it than Ido: Prethee man, I was à Year 
with an Attorney, and now thou think'ſt T know nothing; this 
Inheritance after the Queen's Lite was not in Fee Simple (as the 
Lawyers call it) but in Fee Tail, and that is now expir'd by 
the Loſs of his only Son, ſo that this mighty gift bad been a 
great Honour, but (as it happens) no profit at all to him, 
nor loſs to the Nation. | 

Shop. Thou art a rare Fellow to Judge of every thing pre- 
ſent, by what follows after; but ftill this gift with all your Law, 
was worth at that time 30 or 40, cod J. and is not that a vaſt 
Sum to give a way in time of War to a Subjett ? 

Fre, I tell thee no, not to a General in that War; prithee 
look back to the laft Reign; did not the Parliament then be- 
ftow One Hundred Thouſand Pounds of good Engliſh Money 
on Duke Schombergh for / doing us the Honour to 
come over into England, and be General of our Forces, 
when we had the diſhonour (as ſome ſay) to have never an 
Engliſh man qualify'd for it; and now we have the Honour of 
an Engliſb General, who hath taken many Strong Towns from 
the French, and hath had the publick Acknowledgments of both 
Houſes in Parliament, as well as of our Gracious Queen; 
muſt we think 3o, or 40, 000 poundsſco be ſuch an unreaſona- 
ble Sum to beſtow upon him? It is ike thy management at 
home, who to ſave Twenty Shillings a Year in Wages, looſes - 
Twenty Pounds a Year in good Management; Come, come, 
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Mem. Why Fack, thou art a not able Fellow, I never ſaw 


ee in this Humaur before, I am reſoly'd ſince thou art ſo 
Uberal of thy Money, I wont ftint thee in thy diſcourſe; pre- 
thee go on and wcllcome. * 
Far. Did not I tell you Maſter, he is a little modeſt before 
ou at firſt, but he is as not able a Fellow as any we have. 
Fre. In troth Maſter, your good Liquor has made me a lit- 
tle too bold, but it is your own fault, tho' a very good one, 
to keep ſuch Strong Ale, and now my hand is in, I havea mind 
to be free with my Friend, tho? Idoubt he'll make me pay fot 
it, the next time I come to his Shop for Candles and 
Soap; 3 OF 
S bop. That is ths beſt way to Humble a man that is fo free 
of his Mony: | | "3 
Free. But that is not the beſt way to be honeft, when! 
give my Money to thee, I expect thou wilt freely take it, but 
not before; Let us deal on the Square, Dear Jom, If thou 
wilt get into a place, where I may hope that a preſent of a 

enny will diſpoſe thee to ſave me two pence, thou ſhalt cer- 
Binly have it, but not before, nor my L—dD. of M. nei- 
ther, I know what I ſay,Dear Shopkeeper, I love a penny as well 
as thou doſt, but ftill I hate to be a Knave, or to be penny 
wiſe and pound fooliſh | 

' Shop. Prithee don't be Angry Neighbor ; but I perceive 
ou fancy that my L-—d M. would have been influenced 
y ſuch a preſent, to have made an end of the War the 
fooner, but if he will not do his Duty for other reaſons befides 
that, he is not ſo great a man as I take him. | 
Free. Great men Tom, are moſt ſenſible of Honor, and 1 
helieve a preſent from the Commons would have extream- 
ly pleaſed him for that Reaſon, and done us no hurt, as to the 
value; but yet don't miftake me, for notwithſtanding all this 
I highly applaud our worthy Repreſentatives, and all the 
brave Senators of England for what they did, and appland 
that Noble Duke too, and with great dubmiſſion her Maje- 
ity her ſelf, for they all gott honor by this proceeding. 

Shop. How ſo, now you have ſurprized me mightily, if you 
can make this out, and reconcile my Friend F2ck and the Free- 
holder together, I'll joyn with the Honeſt Farmer, and ſay 
thou art a notable Fellow indeed. 

Fre. The Houſe of Commons got honour by refuſing to 
make this Preſent, becauſe they did it in ſo decent a manner, 


with 
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with ſo profound a reſpett ro her Majeſty, doing juſtice tothe 
General, encouraging rewards for publick ſervices, and yet 
avoiding a. dangerous precedent of breaking into the Civil 
Liſt, ſo lately ſettled, and ſo much reduc'd by the Exorhitant 
Grants of the Laſt Reign: The General got honour by ſo free- 
ly relinquiſhing to all his Friends, and thereby demonſtrating 
to all the World, that he valued the good Opinion of the 
Commons of England, and the good of his Country in general, 
before his oun Advantage or private Intereſt, and the Queen 
got honour by it from her Generous and noble Condeſcention tu 
the advice of her great Council in Parliament: In other Reigus 
vou would have had Members Cloſeted, Threatned, and 
Turn'd out of Offices and employments, for denying ſuch 
a requeſt as this, and ftanding up for the true Intereſt of their 
Country But now you have not only liberty of Conſcience, 
but libe ty of Voting too. | | | 

Shop, I proe's Fack thou art Elevated toDay, thou haft 
convinc'd me every way, and I deſire to ſet my ſelf right with 
thee by yeilding to reaſon. ” 4 
Law. I am really ſurprized to meet with ſuch a notable 
Freeholder, if all the Electors are ſuch as he, they'll never 
want a fit man to repreſent them; they may chuſe at a venture 
out of the Herd, | 
Mem. I find now I have been all along banter'd by my Neigh- 
bor, for he ſeems to be ignorant and asks me plain Queſtions, 
and reſolves all the Critical ones himſelf, 


Di.ReallySir, he has ſtated this caſe very handſomely, and it 2 | 


grees with myOpinion from the beginning, for I alwaysthought 


there was a great difference betweenSurreptitiousGrants from 
the Crown in Hugger mugger, to perſons who had no merit g 


and a publick Grant by Parliament to a perſon who had ſo 
lately receiv'd the Thanks of the Houle for his publick ſervi- 
ces; and confidering her Majeſty's Gracious Meſſage, and her 
late gift of 100000 l. to the publick ; nothing but the danger 
of ſuch a precedent could have excuſed the not doing of it; for 
when all is done, it is impoſſihle the D>—k of 1b can 
maintain that great Poſt he is in, as General of the Confede- 
rate Forces without a greater Allowance than that of an Ordi- 
nary General. | | 

Shop.It is very true, fot K. V. ſpent ſeveral Hundred Thouſard 


Pounds a Year in that Poſt, for the honor of the Enxgliſu Nation, 


and tho' there is a vaſt difference between a Subje& and a 


Sovereign, yet there is not ſo much difference between one 


General and another, but that both muſt be at vaſt Ex- 
Pences in ſuch a Station. | h 
Dy Law. 
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Auw. A General of an Engliſh Army alone may do welſe; 
nough with the ordinary Allow ance, or a little more as'occa- 
ſion requires; bu: a General of the Confederate Forces, com- 
ing juſt after a Crown'd Head, where many Foreign 
Commanders are to be oblig'd and influenc'd by the 
Entertainments and Generotity of the Engliſh General, where 
Union is to be preſerv'd amongſt all the Confederates, and the 
Honour and Intereſt of the Engliſh Nation is to be maintain'd 
in its higheft Splendor. There (no doubt) the General muſt 
have ſome'Co!!ateral helps, or elſe the Nation will ſuffer more 
for want of Unity in the Forces, than for want of the Money 
that is neceſſary to ſupport theGeneral. | Ma FDI 

' Mem. All this is very true, but we thought it was more pro- 
per for the Queen to preſerve that Honour of Rewarding her 
Generals to her ſelf, then for the Commons to Hare with 
her; but when ſhe wants, we are always ready to ſupply, 

Law. No doubt you ated wiſely, but FR, tell you what 
uſe the Whiggs have made of this, they ſay that now the 
great Miniftersmay ſec the difference between them, !and the 
Tories, If they had been in Favour and Power, they would 
have found out Twenty ways to have obliged the Duke of 
M—-þ as well as Duke Schombergh; but now it is apparent 
how little the great Miniſters could obtain without them by 
the meal-mouth'd Church- men. 88 

- Mem. Well, and the Nation may ſee, who takes moſt care 
of the publick Revenue, let men ſay what they will, honeſty 
is the beſt Policy at long run, and their Secret whiſpers 
will have no influence on the. preſent Minifters who have 
had full Experience of them in a former Reign, and who ' 
will be' as weil Rewarded this way, as they could by any 
other, and much more to the Satisfaction of the People. 

Free But pray Sir, who takes care of the main Chance, 
the publick Treaſure : 39 

Mem. Why, there the Nation is happy again, you have a 
L— H 1 — of England, that is a man of great 
Wiſdom and long Fxperience in the buſineſs of the Trea- 
fury, I need ſay no more on this Noble L— d then refer 
you to the late Addreſs, of the Commons, where the preſent 
good management of the Treaſury, which is certainly owing 
to his Conduct, is more particularly ſet forth. . 

Free. I remember ir, and is all that good management, 
owing to the L- d G —»? God reward him; it is ſuch 
men, and ſuch Frugality muſt ſave England from Ruin in @ 
time of War. But Pray Sir, who is now at the Head of the 
Queen's Council, _—— 

Me itts ö 
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Mem. A Noble Lord of unſpotted Repu tation, and of the Ann 


cient Family of the Earls of Pembrock, wiſe in Council, mo- 


derate in Temper, and humble in behaviour; Learned in al 


the Laus of the Land, and well acquainted with the Policy and 


Intereſt of all Nations. E 

Fre, Then the Queen and the Nation are happy indeed; but 
what other great Officers are at Court? | * 

Mem. The Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of England, who 
is a Man of great Wiſdom and Integrity, an able Law- 
yer, an upright Judge, and one that will never forget the Oath 
of his Othce, or expoſe the Nation to any hazard, by ſetting the 
Great Seal of England to a You have alſo the, principal 
Secretaries of State, the Earl of N m; a+ Man of great 
Learning, Induftry, and Oratory, and firm to the Eftabliſh'd 
Government, both in Church and State; and Sir C. H. who is 
true to the Intzreft of his Country, and every way qualified 
for the ſame employment, theſe are the principal Officers 
that concern the publick, but there are many other great 


and good men at helme, whom it would be almoft endleſs to 


Enumerate; | 
Shop. But are there no Miniſters at Helm, who love Trim- 
ming? | 
Free, Trimmipg, what's that? Shaving a Sharper ? 


Shop. Ha, haz have you been Prentice to a Barber ? 


Is there no other way of Trimming but that? 

Fre. Yes, Trimming a veſſel; but what's that to the great 
Miniſters of State ? What have they to do in a Veſſel at Sea ? 

Shop. This Elector has a mind to be FEleited, 
and turn Courtier, he won't underftand what Trimming 
Signifies, but I'll make you own it at laſt, do you know what 
it is to Trim between Church and Diſſenter? | 

Free. That is I ſuppoſe to keep both within their reſpective 
bounds, That Joleration may not be extended to Dominion, nor 
Dominion extended to Perſecution. | | 

Law. Right, a very good deſcription of Trimming, I wiſh we 
could keep to that; thou haft read the Character of a Trims 
er I dare ſay | - 4%. 

Free, Not I, but T gueſs what is meant by Trimming a 
Veſſel, and that is to keep it even, that it may not be over- 
ſet, either on one ſide, or the other, and therefore I think this 
is the way to Trim the Ship of State, between Church and 
Ag that neither of them may over ſet the Veſſel and 
10 th, 


Shop. Come Fack, tell ingeniouſly, are not you putting in. 
for a Land-waitez's place in the Cuftoms ? thou art perſect- 
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blind on chis ſide, the Triming I mean, is quite thothe" 
ing, it is prefering men of eppoſi te parties and principles, and 
4 keeping 577 with both, for Private Intereſt, without regari id 
tbeè publick Safety. = N l . 
_ 1 dot like that ſort, of Trimming at all, for that is 
wt as if a Noble Perſon ſhould be going to his Eftate in 
the Country, and ſhould be perſwaded to put two Horſes 
before the Coach, and two behind, to draw directly con- 
trary to one another, I doubt he would make but flow ad- 
Vances towards his Journey's end, and if his Horſes behind 
be as head-ftrong as ſome of the Diſſenters, I am afraid 
he would quickly have his Coach pulled to peices between 
them, and who knows what would become of the Trim- 
mer at that rate; No, no, the great Miniſters are too wiſe 
to do any thing like that, but the truth is, they cannot put 
men into places as faſt as they deſire it, and then they are 
out of humor and call them. Trimmers; do but reflect a lit- 
tle upon the ſtate of this caſe, The*Veſſel was leaning on one ſide, 
Juſt ready to Sink under water, theſe wiſe Pilates conſider d that 
, of they ſhould immediately ſhift all the weight on that ſide to the 
other, ſuch a ſudden Swing as that, would endanger the overſet- 
zing the Veſſel on the other fide, and therefore they remove the 
weight from one ſide to the other by degrees, and fo keep the Ship 
of State upright, and 1 don't donbt but it will Sail well at laſt. 
Shop. Nay, I am fully ſatisfy'd that all chat has been done 
was ſincerely intended for the publick good, yet T muſt confeſs, 
Teagld heartily wiſh, that if any time has been loſt, it may now 
be retriev'd; for when all is done, men of oppolite principles 
can never draw well togeather for the publick good. | 

Fre. That is certain, but the heſt Jockeys in the World muſt 
hayea little time to match their Horſes togeather. 

Mem. Well thou art a rare, Fellow, it is pitty thou waſt 
not, bred at Helm, thou would'ſt make a good Pilot thy 
ſelf by degrees. "To 

Fre. Ay Sir, if 1 had ſuch an able Councellor as yaut at 
my Elbow. | | | 

Law. It theſe noble perſons did know how hearty thou art to 
their Intereſt, they would certainly beſtow ſome place or other 
upon thee. I hope your worthy Member will truly repre- 
ſent you in this Caſe. | 

Fre. I deſire they may keep their places for thoſe 
that ſeek them, and our worthy Member his . repreſefita- 
tions for the Publick grievances, I delire nothing but Peace 
and Quietneſs,. and the place I am in, and if not to bs 
ree from Taxes, yet to ſee the Mony we give, faith 
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"4 k 
difpoſed, for the uſe of the H61c"Seathibh and Soldiers; 
. who are ſo chearfully Engaging aud Sacrificitiy their Lives 
and Fortunes for the Service of their Country; Comm 3s 
the beft preferment in the World, and I defire to live bere, as 1 
may live hereafter. * * a «i 
Shop. What; Thou haft drown'd thy Soul in good Ale, 
ond 8 thinkeſt to find it again Swimming in the other 
Wor ' | | 44 F = 
Free. Not ſo faſt Dear Tom, Evil to him that Evil thinks, I 
work hard all the Week, and can take a chearful cup with 
my worthyMember, without drowning my Soul, or my un- 
derſtanding either, I am in earneft Tom, when all is done, 
this World is a _Jelt, as Babble, I defire only to fail 
thro' it, in as Calm Weather as I can; I ſee the hand 
of provideneeevery day in my Corn Feilds, in my Gardens, 
and in all the wonderfull works of the Creation, to put 
me in mind of an inviſible Power, and another World. But 
thou art always Bantering and cheating behind the Counter, 
thinkeſt no Body hath any mere Religion then thy 
© | 
Law. What have we got here ? A Parſon in difguiſe ? We 
ſhall have a Sermon preſently ; are you one of the Society for 
Reformation of Manners ? | 
Fre. They are doing a great deal of good, for ought I know; 
butT wiſh T could Reform Two Things in this World, I would 
be content. ; B 
Law. What are thoſe ? come out with them, we will forgive 
all to night. | | | 
Fre, That is, The Barr and my Self; but ſince either of them 
will take up time, T'll return to my Politicks, which I find is 
more acceptable to you than Religion, and ſince we have got 
ſo good a Miniftry. Since The Queen and the Nation cannot 
be better ſerved, what is it then that can give any occaſion 
of diffatisfaQioa,- or create a difference amongſt us? 
Mem. Alas, if the great men abeve had no more Ambition, 
than thou haſt in the Country, we ſhould be Quiet enough 3 
but in ſhort, we are Contending for power, ſome are for one 
ſet of men, and others for anothet ſer, to ftcer the Go- 
vernment. Wks 
Free. What matter who are at Helin, if the Government 
be well Adminiftred. | 
Law. Thou doft aſk an honeſt Queſtion, but they'll An- 
Twer thee with another to this purpoſe, Who values the good 
Adminiſtration of the Publick Affairs, if we can get nothing * 
gene- 
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and 
m, if three men 1 could name, were vine — 


3 4 e, then theſe underſtrappers exſ o be pre- 
— d and get places under them; a until they 
in Power, they will. not be contented. 3 you m mal 
not tell them of the Nation, they have no Notion of the 
Publick good, all their thoughts and politicks center in 
their own private Intereſt. 
. . That's fine indeed, And ſo England muſt be Ruined 
ſake of tbree men and their Adberents 5 ſurely 
285 wiſe Repreſentatives amongſt them all, will find one 
ſome way or other, to prevent the defigns of ſuch men, 
and ſave tiis poor Nation * running any more into 
Civil Piſſentions. | 
_ Mem. IL hope ſv, but what can be done if a Majority you 
know where, will not concur with us; 
Law. This is really a ſad thing, that the two great 3ranches 
of the Conſtitution cannot agree, but muſt take part with pri- 
vate men when the publick is at Stake; 

Shop. It is a ſad thing indeed, and thus it is in all partner- 
ſhips in Trade, one or two buily ſelf dekgning men are a. 
ble to ruine a whole Company of fair Merchants, unleſs ſome 
perſons do take care in time to make their deligns known 
- and Countermine them; 
Di. It is plain that ſomecareought to be taken ſpeedily to 

prevent the growing evil of party's and factions in this King: 
dom, and I u iſh all the wiſe men in the Nation would apply 
their thoughts to this particular, for it will ſignifie little to 
conquer our Enemies abroad, if we can't conquer faction and 
ſelf deſign at home; 

Mem. We might now be the happieſt Nation in the World 
if we were but at Unity amongft our ſelves, and indeed it is 
an old obſervation that England can never be ruin'd, but by 
it ſe}f, That is by factions, parties and Civil Difſentions.” 

Free. But can none of you preſcribe oy to preventthe theſe 
Evil deſigns: 
Law. What can be done when the common people are rea- 

dy to believe every Idle Story that is ſent dowa to th2Country; 
three Cunning men will do more hurt by their Pamphlets 
and Stories, then a Hundred Honeſt men can do good, and if 
theCommons take more pains then ordinary'to ſerve their Coum- 
try, and endeavour to detect or puniſh ſuch ſort of men; then 
out comes Legion and the Black-Liſt, and ſets the Mob. up- 
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obſervable that theſe ſort of men have but one 


Common People with a Notion, that all their Adverſaries are 
© for bringing in the Pretended Prince. of Wales. 
Law. Ha, Ha, they are cunning Enaves, they know what 
pill take in the Country. „ | | 


Far. Take; It takes with a Witneſs, all my Neighbors Run 


that they'll hear nothing to the contrary. 
Law. i | 

richt underftanding, ſhould ever believe that Gentlemen of 
Ancient Families; ' Conſtant Patriots of their Country, men 
of great Eſtates, and having Wives and Children, ſhould ever 
be perſwaded to Sacrifice all to®the Tyranny of French Pra- 

goons. - | | 


S =o fewrz 


have ns todo more then we have done, we have ſettled the Suc- 
ceſſion in the Proteftant Line, we have Attainted the pretend- 
ed Prince of Wales, we have ſigned the Aſſociation, Abju- 
ration, and even made itHigh Treaſon to attempt the Altera« 
tion of the Succeſſion Eſtabliſhed by AR of Parliament, and 
what more is poſſible to be done to give greater Satisfaction. 
Law. Nothing; but to put ſome men in power again, 
we are all bantered with plauſible pretences of the Publick 
Good, but the ſole Queſtion is about Power and Do- 
minion. | vx | I 
Free. Is it ſo? Then T hope all true Members of the Church 


and their own Hands, and not be bantered out of it, and part 
with it to their Adverſaries. 

| Law. I hope ſo too, we uſed formerly to hear a great deal of 
this ſort of Cant in our Coffee · Houſes, but our Magiſtrates 


always found, that the Authors of thoſe Stories were either 
Old Officers of the Revenue, who were diſcarded for 
defrauding the Publick, or elſe ſome little Underſtrappers 
that are maintained up and down in the Country, on pur- 
| Pole to ſcatter Reflections upon the Honeſt Gentle- 
men of Eng lau. | 


- 


Mem, Do you remember how induſtrionſſy they ſcattered 
a falſe report very lately over all the Naticn, that the Com- 


ceſſion, when every Body knows, it paſſed without one Ne- 
Zative Voice. 


| way of Jupporting themſelves, and that is by poſſeſſing the 


mad upon it, they are put into ſuch a Fright and Fermen:, 


t is a Wonderfull thing, that any Perſons in their ; 


Mem. It is very wonderfull indeed, but what would they 


of England will endeavour to keep the power in the Queens 


cauled them to come before them, and upon Examination, 


mons had Divided on the Clauſe of Treaſon relating to thesuc- 


C lam. 


"ly; but this is the very ſame game that was ca 


were againſt ſome mens private intereſt at "that time, were 
' Accuſed of bringing in Popery and n and,the Fey 


| bard Cenſure that does not deferve it; but when not only 
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Law. 1 | (Oliver it very well; It 15 4 2 "ng. 1 8 
any Perſons who have been ſo often deceiv'd by eg 
ſet of men; will ftill be ready to hearłken to chem; anf e 
be deceived once, but 10 be Deceiv'd" a Second,” rims 
nay to be deceiv'd every Year is intolerable pol 
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on before the Late Tronbleſome- times; for all that 


betieved them to their own Deſtruction. 

Di. That the Nation has been abuſed, and that there ate 
a great many bad men in the Kingdom is pla in and 
dent, but I would adviſe you to be Cautious how youds 
ſeend to particulars without pfain proof, for you may miſtake, 
and do ſome Perſons wrong; and that is neither conſiſtent 
with the Rules of Prudence nor of Charity. 

Law. I ſhall alwayes have a very great Veneration for you 
Advice, and ſhall be very ſorry to bring any man undes 


Sovereign, and our Country, but our Religion alſo axe Colts 
cerned ; I hope we may be allowed to make fome obſervations, 
and to exprels our fears of ſome ſort of men in general} with- 
out breach either of the rules of Prudence or Charity; 
Di. No doubt of it, but I thought that ſome of the Com 
pany had let fall ſome words that ſeem'd to point at a ſeat 
men, and attwo or three particular perſons, and I was af 
that you would go on to name them, which without plain 


and poſitive proof, and without a legal Authority ſo to di, 


might not be Convenient, - 

Mem. It is a very difficult thing to have plain and pok- | 
tive proots in Cafes of this Nature; none can have that, bllt 
thoſe that are Confederates in the ſame Evil deſign, but! 
really think there is as ftrong preſumptive Evidence again 
ſome men as ever waz known, and ſome do ſay, it is pla 
palitive; however I ſhall always endeavour to Err on the 
Charitable tide, and rather to Cover then expoſe the failings 
of other men, where it can be done with ſafety to my 
Country ; 

Law. If weare obliged by the rules of C ity to be tet- 
der of the Safety and reputation of our Neighbor, how much 
more ought we to he tender of the wellfare and happineſs ot 
our Native Country? And not to let the later ſuffer out of 
tenderneſs to the former ; | 
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Ment Tbeleive it is no ſectet to the Nation, that the Com- 


ons are Jealous that ſome. men, are no true friends 
Wo the Effabliſhed Government, either in Church or State, 
eber thoſe perſons are miſguided by Ambition, Covet- 
nes, or any thing elſe, or whether it is thro' any miſtake 
or Error in judgment; but I believe it was hardly ever 


known, that any perſons who have been lo unfortunate, as to 


fall under the Cenſure of the Commons of England, have 


ever faced them on all occaſions, and ftood ſu long in defiance 


of them : are they the moſt proper perſons to be Managers on 


al free Conferences between the two H es, Who are 


the only perſons that lie under the Cenſure of the Commons ? 
Are tbey moſt likely to heal the Breaches, and reconcile the 


Mis. underſtandings amongſt us, whoſe greatneſs and (af 
ſeem to depend on taking methods directly contrary ? Are 
they the proper perſons to examine the Proceedings. of 


e Commiſſioners of Accounts, whole Proceedings and Ma- 


Agement are chiefly condemn'd by them? 
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Law. If they are not proper perſons for theſe occaſions, | 


they may be for others, as for drawingCourter-Adrelſes to the 


Cs, for diſcguntenancing and diſcouraging the Commiſ- 
fioners of Accounts from making any farther diſcoveries. for 
the ſervice of the Nation, and for preventing that Unityand 


Uniformity in the Church and State, which is abſolutely ne - 


ceſſary for the Publick ſafety. ATED Lag hex 1 

Div. Pray Gentlemen be not too ſevere on this occaſion, it 
is poſſible that all theſe miſtakes may be rectify d; I ſhould be 
glad to know what hath been uſual. for men to do in their cir- 
cumftances ? | | | 


| 


the publick affairs in P t, and give no farther occation for 


any ſuch fears and Jealouſies, or for any Iaterruption in car- 
ring on the grand affairs of the Nation. 8 
Law. It is very true, and that makes ſome men think that 


the very Conſtitution of the Engliſh Government is at 
ſake, for unleſs they had hopes to pull that up by the roots, 
ſhow, is it poſſible they can think to eſcap2 forevep, byt that 
they will at laſt be brought to a fair Reckoning. 


4 
- 


Aen. They have generally been ſo modeſt as to withdraw from 


Fre, It is very hard indeed, if the C—ns cannot have - 


fair reckoning, that part ſo freely with their Money; but what 
kind of Men are theſe, who are able to contend with our Re- 
F Surely they have very large Heads, and long 
Beards. . | | : 
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cy I canforetell what is like to happen from 15 55 new Co 
if not prevented in time. | 
Fre. Prethee let us hear the worſt, and then we can : prox ide 
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* 1 H Thou art quite out in 5 r for ley fel 


round Heads and ſhort Beards. 


Fre. Then Tam: ſure they do wear little, Bands and ſhort 


Wiggs too. 0 
Law. No, thou art out again, for they do wear tary c 
vats and Lon 8 Wiggs. 


Fre. Hey dey, What? Round Heads, and Beaus? Theſe * N 
new Faſhion'd Creatures indeed? What ill Omens do theſe 


new Comets portend? — 
Shop. Jam no Fortune- Teller, nor Star-Gazer, ey yet! Fate 


jnſt it. 


Shop. The worſt is is, that we may chance to looſe our Conſtß 
tution of Government, both in Church and State; the grew 
happineſs of having Proteſtant Succeſſors, and chat theſe news 


Comets may Reign in their ſtead. RE 


Fre. Reign in their ſtead, that is as Capt. Tom uſe to do 
the Head of the Mob, or as new Comets in the Air? 


freighten' us out of a Lethargy, wry the di charge of au 
Duty. 


publick of making Kings, can diſcourſe in private of unmakilf 
them again, and of Appealing to the Collective body of 
People, and that Tam ſure can never be for the ſupport 
Monatchy, of the ſafety of a Proteftant Succeſſor, and if then 
be a Common-Wealth, you may gueſs what fort of Comets = 
reign there. 

Fre. Thoſe that have the leaſt ſubſtance, and make the Wa 
onward ſhew, will certainly reign in that Hemiſphere 


hope all thoſe Comets will be forc'd to vaniſh before that 


Mem. I hope fo too, andi wiſh they may gently 4 and 
{ail out of the way without raiſing a Storm at parting. 5 

Di. Pur what lecurity can they have ina retirems hy 
not their adverſaries have greater advantages over ta 
an l uſe greater” ſeverity 2 ainſt them in their abſence 7 


Mem. It is imzuffible to Tay poſitively what 500 Gentle 


men will Do, but Ican anſwer for my ſelf, Iam ſure 


+ We.” A; 13 


me 


Shop. I wiſh that were all, but they that brag io mud in f 


ar nothing but the publick good, and if they would leihe 


publici buſineſs be carried on, without any interrupt 
er deſire to do them the leaſt prejudice,andl verily 

believe that the whole houſe is of the ſame opinion 
Tw. Either theſe perſons are innocent, or they are guilt 
if they are innocent, what hurt can any man do them, * J 
e 
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hey areguilty, they will certainly come off better with an 
agli Parlament, by a modeft reſignation, then by a fturdy F 
bypolfon. ooo > WO 07-5 
q 27 What honſe of Commons would Trouble themſelves 
about twWo or three men? if the Safety of the Nation were 
not the Cauſe of it? who would be ſo imprudent as to rajſe 
diſputes between the Two Houſes, and interrupt the publick 
bulineſs, if they once ſaw that matters for the future, were 
like to be carry d on in peace and unity for the publick ſervice; 
Tho it ſhould be admitted that ſome few particular men may 
perhaps Carry revenge in their private hreaſts, yet the whole 
Houſe in their publick Capacity can never be influenced by 
any ſuch mean and ſervile paſſion; 4; 4.0" 
Law. I chink this is one good rule by which we may Judge 
of ſuch men, for if they ſhould retire to their Country ſeats.” - ' 
it would not only argue a great- deal of modeſty” and goods 
Eneſs, to avoid all occaſions of ſtrife and contention, and to re- 
move all fears and Jealouſies on their account, but it would 
be a great proof to me of their Virtue and Innocence; as on 
e Contrary, their ſtay and ſollicitations, their Clubs and 
caballs, and their endeavours to keep up a miſunderſtanding 
| between the two Houſes, would be a plain demonſtration of a 
uilty mind. | 2 1 77G 
Di. Come Gentlemen, give me leave to propoſe a fair 

Queſtion to you? Do you believe that the Houſe would rea- 
-dily come into an Act of Oblivion on theſe Terms? I muſt 
Confeſs I have a great Obligation to one of theſe Noble Per- 

ſons, whom 1 Fanty you aim at, and I hope he is truly 
Innocent of any Evil deſign whatſoever, however it is 
good to be ſafe, and out of Fears on all fides. a 
Mem. The H ſe of Commons are too great a Bo- 
dy to come to Terms with any private Subject, they will al- 
ways Act for the general good without regard to private 

intereſt, but I really beleive; that the beſt way to ſecure 
your Friend, is for him to Submit firſt to the good of the 
Publick, if he has done no wrong, he can fear no Danger, 
-and if he has done any prejudice to his Country, this will 
by the beſt way to make Satisfaction and procure a Par- 

on. | 

Di. I have a great regard for your Integrity, and ſhall 
not fail to take the firſt opportunity to offer him my poor 
Advice in this Weighty Affair ; but I dare not promiſe you 
my Succeſs, F 8 


Men. 
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_ the ſake of Three Men. 


land, what Anſwer they would make to it. 


LI 
9 


Head after our Merry meeting, but I have more mind to go to 


have, I ſhall never fear their betraying us to Franctee. 


Lthink it is higa time: to taxe our Leaves of one another, and 


light down: Stairs; pray take a Lanthora with you, it is growl? 
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ſeſs 1 cantiot ex 
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and undone , 


Law. It is plainly ſo, and 1 would be glad to hear if chat 
eftion were ſent to all the Counties and Burroughs in Em? 


Free. We are not very good diſputants in the Country 
we ſhould very readily, give a Negative to ſuch a Queſtion 
as this; but it may be there is more in it, then we are 
aware of; I. ſhould be glad to hear what the Schoolmen? 
would fay to .. | | a. I | 13 

Law. Frethee Fack, what has thou to do with the Schools? 
men, they will not Argue upon a Queſtion in Engliſh, #3 
thoul't put it in Latin, Til ſend it to them. _ 

Free. Ha, Ha, you have a mind to hear me break Triſciam 


Bed, then to ſpeak Latin at this time of Night: Maſter : Go 
Bleſs you, I thank you heartily for your good Liquor, if all ur? 
worthy Senators have as much honeſty, and as good Ale as you 


Di. This honeſt Freeholder has made a very good Motion, 


to return our humble thanks to our Worthy Member for this 
kind Entertainment. 5 J HS 

Mem. Gentlemen, good Night to you, I thank you all? 
for your good Company; here Boy, take the Candles, aud 


* 


very Dark. | 4 Fn 


4. N Tour Humble Servant: Sir, we ſhall do very — 1 
245 fa isno Body has any deſign upon us, I wiſh the 1 Nation *: 
ere as ſecure from danger as we are. Es 
op. I find the Nation is ſafe enough, if the Parliament can 4 
cccureé us from the deſigus of two or three men; but I long to "1 
bear my Neighbors Sentence in Latin before we part. | 1 
1 Free. Thou art a very Wag; but if I ſhould veuture upon : 

SOT it, 1am ſafe enough from thee, thou wil't only Laugh at᷑ it, 
aaebt or wrong, as the Imp d 1s do at the 3 
a C ns. „„ 
1 law. Come out with it at a venture, TU promiſe thee thou * 
phat have a learned Anſwer to it from the Schoolmen. 

9 Free. Say you ſo, then out it ſhall come, and rather 

Looſe cheir opinion on this grand Point, ſend them the 

4 kFreeholders Queſtion in the following words, and ſo 1 
5 E I won * to hear my OY 8 them. + 


The F recholders Quiſtion. 
4 Danni. eſt 4 . T 6 wet irim Caije, ye 
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ERRATA. 
Page 19, I. 37. inſtead of Camp, read Squadron. * 
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